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Stone-Campbell Dialogue: Confessing Sin and Affirming Faith

Confessing Sin and Affirming Faith
National Team, Stone-Campbell Dialogue

T

he following two pieces are part of a document prepared to facilitate the Stone-Campbell Dialogue’s
mission to develop relationships and trust within the three streams of the Stone-Campbell movement.1 It
guides the practices of the National Dialogue gatherings and is available on the website2 to churches
that would benefit from unity meetings in their local settings in the model and spirit of the Dialogue.

A Confession of Sin
Division in the body of Christ is sin—contrary to Christ’s will (John 17).
As Christians, we who are members of Churches of Christ, Christian Churches and Churches of Christ, and
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are part of a movement that was in its beginning given a special
trust to promote the visible unity of Christ’s church. This movement, begun in the early nineteenth century by
leaders like Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell, has a great heritage of focusing on Christian unity.
Instead, we have been guilty of dividing the body of Christ in thought, word and deed. Many of us have
fortified the spirit of division and have failed to do what we should have done to prevent or overcome division.
This betrayal of our trust has impoverished the whole church of Christ and weakened its mission.
We have deeply wounded one another through misrepresentation, suspicion, mistrust and defamation.
We therefore participate in the Stone-Campbell Dialogue, confess to God and to each other that we are guilty
of the sin of division and/or harboring and maintaining a spirit of division.
We now bring to God our brokenness and repent of the sin of division. We ask God for forgiveness. We ask
God to heal us so that our movement within Christ’s church can more perfectly embody the unity to which we
are called.
Assured of God’s mercy and forgiveness, we pledge to move forward in the service of unity within this family
of faith to benefit the whole church and the world.
1. This text includes several corrections and minor changes in accordance to Leaven’s standards and style. The original text is
found on the brochure for The Stone-Campbell Dialogue, accessed May 16, 2015, http://ccu.disciples.org/Portals/CCU/pdf/new_pdfs/
StoneCampbellBrochure.pdf.—Copy Ed.
2. “Stone-Campbell Dialogue,” accessed May 16, 2015, http://ccu.disciples.org/.
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An Affirmation of Faith
As disciples of Jesus Christ. . .
We confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and proclaim him risen Lord and Savior of the
world.
In Christ’s name and by his grace we accept the mission to proclaim the gospel to all the world and live in
loving service to all people.
We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth, and in the covenant of love that binds us to God and one
another.
Through baptism into Christ we enter into newness of life and are made one with the whole people of God.
By the gift of the Holy Spirit we are joined together in discipleship and in obedience to Christ.
At the table of the Lord, each week we celebrate with thanksgiving the saving acts and presence of Christ and
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Within the body of Christ we receive the gifts of ministry and accept the authoritative witness of scripture.
In bonds of Christian faith we yield ourselves to God and one another that we may serve the One whose
kingdom has no end.
Blessing, glory, and honor be to God forever. Amen
We invite all Christians of this heritage to join us in this confession and affirmation of faith and make them
their own.
ADOPTED BY MEMBERS OF THE STONE-CAMPBELL DIALOGUE TEAM ON JUNE 6, 2000. THIS DOCUMENT IS POSTED ON THE
STONE-CAMPBELL WEBSITE.
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